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I. genuine X 10))]

2. witness BEH

3. interpret BRTS. (CHD=2—RTIX)ERTS
4. ceasefire (251

5. theft BH

6. anonymous EZn
7. graffiti BEE

8. mimic EMELTITITS
9. depict HE-RHET5
0. commercialism BMEEIH

I'I. capitalism BEXEIH

2. terror ‘AL

3. insult =3




Banksy’s artwork stolen in the middle of the day

(DA new artwork by a British street artist Banksy was stolen from a south London street on

December 227d noon. It happened just an hour after Banksy confirmed it was genuine by posting a
photo on his Instagram account. The work is a red stop sign adorned with three military drones.
On that day, several Banksy’s fans were watching the art and taking photos. At 12:30 PM,
two men came to the street and tried to remove the sign. Witnesses said they were stunned to watch
a man with bolt cutters remove the sign as another man waited with a bike. A witness said, “We said,
‘What are you doing? But he didn’t answer. No one knew what to do and we kept watching. He
removed the artwork and ran away with another man.” The incident was captured in photos and videos.
Banksy is known as a mysterious and elusive artist. Many of his Instagram followers interpret the
latest work as a call for a ceasefire in the Gaza strip. Banksy has criticized Israel’s violence against
Palestinians. He built a hotel in Bethlehem in 2017. It is called @the Walled Off Hotel. A similar
drone art is displayed at the hotel.

Banksy opened the hotel to draw attention to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The hotel is next to

the wall separating Israel and Palestine. Banksy says, 3“The hotel has the worst view in the world.”
London police arrested two men on suspicion of theft and criminal damage. The sign remains

missing. Police are calling on the public to come forward if they know anything about the incident.
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Q1 What did (Da new artwork by Banksy look like?

Q2 How can we know that the work was really created by Banksy?

Q3 How did the thieves steal the artwork?

Q4 What did the witnesses do?

Q5 According to Banksy’s fans, what is the message behind the artwork?

Q6 Why did Banksy build @the Walled Off Hotel?

Q7 What does he mean by his words: @®“The hotel has the worst view in the world”?

Q8 What happened to the two thieves that removed Banksy’s street art?

Banksy installation taken within an hour of its creation [The Telegraph]

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXiyxb9Sr5Y

Banksy's 'Walled Off Hotel' causes a stir in the West Bank [Euronews]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IHtcyOVLa71



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXiyxb9Sr5Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IHtcy0VLa7I

Who 1s Banksy?

Banksy is an anonymous graffiti artist from the U.K. He is known for his distinctive stenciled works
of art that often convey social and political messages. Banksy's artworks can be found on walls and
buildings in various cities worldwide. His identity remains a mystery, often described as "elusive",
"secretive" and the "guerrilla street artist".

Banksy is believed to have been born in Bristol in the early 1970s. He began spray-painting in the
early 1990s. He rose to prominence in early 2000s after moving to London. His works became a
newsworthy event, and sold for huge amounts of money.

In 2009, the “Banksy versus the Bristol Museum” exhibition was held at Bristol Museum. It drew

huge crowds. In 2015, he organized (D“Dismaland.” a temporary art project in the seaside resort of

Weston-super-Mare in England. Banksy intended to mimic and mock the attractions and characters of the

Disney franchise. He later called it a “bemusement park.” @His 2010 documentary film “Exit Through

the Gift Shop” was nominated for an Academy Award. Now, let’s take a look at three of his famous artworks.

“Love 1s in the Air” or “Flower Thrower”

It was painted in 2003 in the streets of Jerusalem. It was created in response to the construction of
the West Bank Wall separating Israel from Palestine, which began in 2002. Banksy says, “The West
Bank Wall turns Palestine into the world’s largest open prison.”

The picture depicts a young man, wearing a baseball cap and a bandana, throwing a bunch of flowers.
He looks angry and aggressive in his posture, but he is not throwing a bomb. He is holding flowers, the

universal symbol of love and peace, the opposite item of a weapon.
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Q2 Where can we find Banksy’s artworks?

Q3 For his mysterious identity, what do people often call him?

Q4 Why was his exhibition held in Bristol in 20097
Q5 What did he try to criticize with (DDismaland?

Q6 What did Banksy try to criticize with his documentary film@7? What does the title mean?

Q7 /X7 —Dfs“Love is in the Air" OB Tld. BN R Y BHIFITHE>YWHISTLEIN T T T, @A Tt
INTWSH AL FELLY,

Q8 Where was the picture painted?
Q9 What is the message behind the picture?

Banksy in Bethlehem - the Flower Thrower or Love is in the Air is one of the most

iconic stencils https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svBgB2L | 40M



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svBqB2L140M

“Napalm” or “Can’t beat that Feeling”

@ It is considered to be one of Banksy's most shocking and poignant artworks. In the picture, Mickey
Mouse and Ronald McDonald have captured a Vietnamese little girl, still crying, by her arms. The little

girl is originally from a world-famous photograph, @“The Terrors of War.” In the original photo, a nine-

year-old girl is running away from her village attacked with a napalm blast during the Vietnam War.
Despite suffering severe burns to her back, she survived the attack and now lives in Canada.
In Banksy’s work, the girl is in the center of two symbols of American commercialism, Micky Mouse

and Ronald McDonald. The work makes us think about the dangers of wars and capitalism.

“Donkey Documents”

The picture was painted directly on to the wall separating Israel from Palestine in Bethlehem in 2007.
It shows a donkey waiting for an Israeli soldier to check his ID. Some praise the artwork, saying that
Banksy intends to criticize the numerous military checkpoints in the area, and how these security
measures can paralyze Palestinian people’s daily life.

@ However, a Palestinian taxi driver thought it an “insult”. He cut the painting from the wall, and sold
it on auction. To Palestinians, calling somebody a donkey means you call the person stupid.

The picture has been criticized for another reason. Some Palestinians say Banksy doesn’t really
care about them, but he is just using them to draw attention to his artworks. Some say Banksy could

have helped Palestinians by donating money, or painting on the Israeli side of the wall.
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Q10 Who are the three people depicted in “Napalm”? What do the three people symbolize?

Q11 “Napalm”®EF—7 L7x o T3 THODEFEH X, LALRNRZHEF LD DTT D,
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Q13 What is the message behind “Napalm”?

Q14 What is painted in “Donkey Documents”?
Q15 “Donkey Documents”iCD\WC, #HE il Z 32 N, fIEF > TwE I,
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Q17 According to some people, what could Banksy have done if he really wants to support Palestinians?

7 7% A4+ httpsi//banksyexplained.com/napalm-2004/
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KBl Julien's Auctions Banksy's Donkey Documents from the 2015 Street Art Auction
https://[www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0Pj1UUhM9U &t=69s
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https://banksyexplained.com/napalm-2004/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zoPj1UUhM9U&t=69s
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1. The incident happened just an hour after Banksy confirmed it was genuine by posting a photo on
his Instagram account.
2. Many of his Instagram followers interpret the latest work as a call for a ceasefire in the Gaza strip.
3. He looks angry and aggressive in his posture, but he is not throwing a bomb. He is holding flowers,
the universal symbol of love and peace, the opposite item of a weapon.
4. In Banksy’s work, the girl is in the center of two symbols of American commercialism, Micky Mouse
and Ronald McDonald. They make us think about the dangers of wars and capitalism.
5. Some say Banksy could have helped Palestinians by donating money, or painting on the Israeli side of
the wall.
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[Essay ]

Do you think street art makes the community better? Why do you think so? Give two reasons.



